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chronology 


POPULATION  OF 

DATE  -.r--  wjjigi  jr  PLYMOUTH  COUNTY 


Garrison  House   in  Pembroke  built 

1637  Dorchester  granted  land  including  Avon 

1649  Miles  Standish  purchased  Bridgewater  territory 

1656  Old  town  of  Bridgewater  incorporated 

1668  Taunton  North  Purchase,    included  Easton 

1693  First  settlement  in  South  Easton 

1712  Pembroke,  Abington  incorporated 

1723  East  Bridgewater  becomes  separate  town 

1725  Easton  granted  township  status 

1726  Town  of  Stoughton   incorporated,    including  Avon 

1738  North  Bridgewater    (Brockton)    becomes  separate 
township 

1776  Capt.  John  Ames  began  manufacture  of  shovels  25,777 
^  in  West  Bridgewater 


1820       Town  of  Hanson  incorporated  from  West  Parish 

of  Pembroke 
1822       West  Bridgewater  incorporated 


32,302 


1875       South  Abington  incorporated  64,768 

North  Bridgewater  renamed  Brockton 
1886        South  Abington  becomes  Whitman 

1888       East  Stoughton  becomes    Avon  101,498 

333,314  (1970) 


INTRODUCTION 

The   purpose   of   this   paper   is   to  provide   an   inventory   of  the 
major   sites,    buildings,    and   collections  pertaining   to   the  history 
of   the   Old  Colony   region.      Included  will  be   a  brief   history  of 
the   area  which  will   help   to   illustrate   the   historical   context  of 
each   site  listed. 

It   is   hoped   that   this   paper  will   be   useful   to   the  local 
communities   and   the   various    state   agencies    in  preparing   for  the 
nation's  bicentennial  celebration.      The  activities   and  prepar- 
ations  surrounding   the  bicentennial  will  give  southeastern 
Massachusetts   the   opportunity   to   take   advantage   of   its  unique 
history   by   fostering   a   sense   of   community   spirit   and  pride  m 
the   region.      Hopefully,    this   community  awareness   will  enhance 
the   social,    cultural   and   economic   future   of   the  region. 

This   brief   historical   survey   begins   with   a  description  of 
Colonial  Massachusetts  whose  history   is,    of   course,  intertwined 
with  that  of   the   nation.      This   information  is   interspersed  with 
more   detailed  descriptions   of   the   towns   comprising   the  OCPC 
area.      The   second   section  describes   the   area's   economic  history, 
emphasizing   the   industrial   development   of   the   region.      The  final 
section   is   an   inventory   of   the   historical   buildings,  monuments 
and   collections   in   the   ten  OCPC  towns. 

COLONIAL  PERIOD 

The    first   Europeans   to   explore   the   New   England  coast, 
according   to   some   historians,    were   the   Norsemen.      Leif  Ericson 
supposedly   landed  here   sometime   around   the   year    1000.      John  Cabot 
explored   the   area   in   1497   and   1498   and   established  England's 
original   claim   to   North  America.      In   1602   Bartholomew  Gosnold 
explored  Massachusetts   Bay   and   named   Cape   Cod.      In   1614  John 
Smith  wrote   a  widely   read   account  of   his   adventures    in  New  England. 
Twenty   years    later   William  Wood  wrote   a   series   of   articles  about 
the   area    in   his    "New   England  Prospect". 
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Although  there  was  much  enthusiasm  in  Europe   for   the  prospect 
of   trade  with  the  new  world,    the   first  settlers   came  not  to  seek 
welath,   but  religious   freedom.      These  were   the  pilgrims  who 
established   their  colony   in  Plymouth   in  1620.      Soon  after  this, 
small   fishing   and  trading   stations  were   established  at  Weymouth, 
Quincy  and  Cape  Ann.      In  1628,    the  puritans   led  by  John  Endicott, 
left  England  and  settled  in  Salem,   where   they  were   joined  by 
Roger  Conant's   settlers   from  Cape  Ann.      In  1629   a  Royal  Charter 
was  g'ranired-  to   the  Massachusetts  Bay  company  and   settlements  were 
quickly  founded   in  Salem,   Charlestown,    Boston  and  outlying  areas. 
By  1640  the  European  population  of  Massachusetts  had  grown  to 
over   16,000  persons. 

Plymouth  Colony  and   the  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  grew  rapidly 
with   little   interference  from  England  until   1660  when  the  Stuarts 
were  restored  to  the  throne.     Stuart  attempt  at  strict  control  of 
the  colonies  was   strongly  resisted,    causing  the  loss  of  the  charter 
in  1684.     Thereafter,    Massachusetts  became  part  of   the  Dominion  of 
New  England.      When  James   II   fled  the  English  throne   the  puritans 
attempted  to  revive   the  Massachusetts   Bay  colony.      This  attempt 
failed,   and   in   1691  Massachusetts  became  a  Royal  Province  under 
a  Governor  appointed  by   the  Crown.      At  this   time  Plymouth  Colony 
lost   its  separate   identity.      Although   the   status   of   a  Royal 
Province  brought  new  restrictions,    England's  preoccupation  with  the 
war  with  France  made   enforcement  of   these  new  rules   lax.  Later 
however,    the   conduct  of   the  colonies   during   this  war,    their  failure 
to  pay   the  wax   tax  and  their   continued  trading  with  France,  brought 
about   stricter   control.      Tensions   continued   to  build  during  the 
1700' s   culminating   in  a   series   of   repressive   tax  measures  which  led 
to  the  American  Revolution.      The   Sugar  Act    (1764)    almost  abolished 
the  foreign  trade  upon  which  Massachusetts   depended.      The  Stamp  Act 
(1765)    taxed  out  of   the  colony  most  of   the  remaining   funds.      In  1766 
rioting  and  boycotts  brought  about  the  repeal  of   the   Stamp  Act  and 
the  modification  of   the  Sugar  Act.      Other  repressive  measures  fol- 
lowed,  however,    and  citizens  of   the  colony  grew  more  active  in  op- 
posing the  Crown. 
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THE    STANDISH   MUSEUMS    IN    EAST  BRIDGEWATER 

Maintained  by   the   First  Parish  Unitarian  Church, 
15  buildings  of   the   Standish  Museums   form  an  early 
New  England  village,    including  a  revolutionary  war 
tavern,    an  apothecary   shop,   and  many  other  collections 
of  historical   significance.      These  museums,    as  well 
as   an  art  center  and  other  attractions,    are   open  daily. 
Guided   tours   are   provided  by   the  church. 


In   1770   the   "Boston  Massacre"   occurred  when  British  soldiers 
fired   upon  a   crowd  of   taunting   citizens.      In   1773   the   Tea  Act  gave 
enormous   subidies   to   the  East   India  Company   and   led   Samuel  Adams 
to   organize   the   "Boston  Tea  Party"    wherein   the   cargoes   of  three 
East   India  Company   ships   were   dumped   into  Boston  Harbor.  England 
retaliated  by   closing   the  port  of  Boston.      The   colonial  citizens 
the   called  a   continental   congress   and  ordered  a  general  boycott 
of   English  goods. 

On  April   19,    1775   a  group   of   colonial   farmers   engaged  the 
British   regulars   at  Lexington   and   Concord.      During   the   next  year 
came    the   siege   of   Boston,    the   Battle   of   Bunker   Hill   and  the 
British   evacuation   in  March,  1776. 

After   a   short  period  under   an  Executive   Council   a  Con- 
stitutional  Convention  drew  up   a   constitution  which  was  ratified 
on  June   15,    17  8  0.      During   the   next   few  years    the   country  went 
through   a  period   of   economic   and   political   instability.  After 
the   adoption   of   the   federal   constitution  by   the   13   states,  how- 
ever,   and   under   the   presidency   of   Washington,    the   country  pros- 
pered  and   expanded   its    foreign   commerce.      Massachusetts  grew 
rapidly   economically  by   entering   into   the   profitable   China  trade 
and   other   shipping   commerce   formerly   carried   on  by   England  and 
France   who  were   then   at  war. 


Pembroke   and  Hanson 


The    town   of   Pembroke  was   settled   in   the   early   160 C's   as  an 
Indian   outpost.      One   of    the   earliest   residents   was   Francis  Barker 
who,    with   his   brother   built   the   "Old  Garrison   House"    along  the 
North   River.      This   house   v;as   occupied   by   Barker's  descendants 
until    1883   and  was   known   until   its   demolition   around   1900   as  one 
of    the   oldest   houses    in   New  England. 

Every   early   New  England   town  was   a   religious   unit   or  parish. 
As    the   New   England   population   increased   and    spread   out   it  became 
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a  hardship   for  outlying   families   to  get  to   some   of   the   towns  to 
attend  church,    and  new  parishes   or   towns  where   started.      In  1711 
the   families   of  the  northwest  Duxbury  parish  petitioned  the 
Massachusetts   legislature   for   their  own  Meeting  House   to  be 
known  as  Brookfield.      History  has   it  that  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
keeper  of  the  King's   Privy  Seal,    irritated  at  a  new  plea   for  a 
separate  township,    scrawled   "Pembroke"   where   the  name  Brookfield 
shbuld.-ba.ye„been  •      The  Town  of  Pembroke  was   incorporated  on  March 
12,    1712.      In   1754  parts  of  Hanover,   Abington,    Bridgewater  and 
Halifax  were  given  to  Pembroke. 

In  1820   the  West  Parish  of  Pembroke  became   the  present  town 
of  Hanson.     At  about  this   time  agitation  began   for   the  separation 
of   church  and   state.      This   division  was   completed   in  Pembroke  in 
1834  when  the  Town  Meetings  were   shifted  from  the  church  to  a 
town  gathering  place   conducted  under   the  guidance  of   the  select- 
man . 

Brockton  and  the  Bridgewaters  - 

The  territory  now   comprising   Brockton  and   the  Bridgewaters 
was  purchased   from  Chief  Massasoit  by  Miles   Standish  in  1649. 
The   original  deed  of   this  purchase   is   in  the  possession  of  the 
Bridgewater  Historical  Society.      The   first  Europeans   in  this  area 
settled  along   the  Town  river   in  West  Bridgewater   in  1650.  This 
first  settlement  was  very   compact.      House   lots  were  contiguous 
and  many  of   the  dwellings  were   fortified.      A  stockade  was  con- 
structed on  the   south  side ■ of  "  the  -  river .   From  this  original 
settlement,    families  began  to   scatter   to  other  parts  of  the  area. 
Some   left  to   settle   south  near  Lake  Nippenicket  on   the  road  to 
Taunton-     The   last  part  of   the   area   to  be   settled  was   the  north- 
ern area,   now  the   city  of  Brockton,   which  was   settled  around  1700. 

In  June  1656  the  "New  Duxbury  Plantation"  broke  away  from 
Duxbury  to  form  a  new  town,  called  Bridgewater  after  a  town  in 
England  of   that  name.      In   1723  East  Bridgewater  became  a  separate 
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parish  and  North  Bridgewater    (now  Brockton)    followed  suit  in  1738. 
West  Bridgewater   separated  from  Bridgewater   in  1822. 

Abington  and  Whitman  - 

The  northern  boundaries   of   these  three   towns   separated  the  early 
colonies  of  Plymouth  and  Massachusetts   Bay.      This  was   the   "Old  Colony 
Line"   or  "Patent  Line"   that  now  separates   the  counties   of  Plymouth 
and  Norfolk.     Early  land  grants  were  made  by  the  Plymouth  Colony  court. 
Such  a  grant  was  made  to  Nathaniel  Southern  in  1642.     On  this  land 
the  first  settler  of  Abington,   Andrew  Ford  Jr.,   built  his  house.  This 
area  known  as  Ford's  Farm  was  an  early  outpost  of  the  Old  Plymouth 
Plantation. 

The  first  industry  in  the  area  was  a  sawmill  erected  by  John  Porter 
in  1693  on  the  Schumatuscant  River  in  Whitman.  A  small  community  known 
as  "Little  Comfort"  developed  around  this  mill.  Col.  Hobart's  Bell  and 
Cannon  Foundry  cast  the  first  cannon  made  in  this  country.  Paul  Revere 
came  there  to  learn  the  art  of  casting  meeting  house  bells  for  which  he 
became  famous. 

In  1706  a  petition  was   given  to   the  General  Court  at  Boston  re- 
questing that  "a  parcel  of  land  lying  in  the  County  of  Plimouth  in 
New  England  called  Abbington"   be  made  a  township.      After   the   town  ac- 
quired a  minister  at  the  request  of  the  Royal  Court,    Governor  Joseph 
Dudley  on  June  10,   1712  ordered  that  the  petition  be  granted. 

In  1875,    South  Abington  was   incorporated  as   a  separate  town.  In 
1886   the  name  of  the   town  was   changed  to  Whitman  by  popular  vote. 

Avon  - 

In  1637  the  town  of  Dorchester  was  granted  over  40,000  acres  of 
land  including  what  is  now  Avon,    extending  from  the  Blue  Hills  to  the 
Plymouth  Line.      These   lands  were  known  as   the   South  Precinct.  These 
lands  were  sold  in  1684  to  a  group  of  men  known  as  the  "Dorchester 
Proprietors"   who  conducted  the  affairs  of   the  South  Precinct  indepen- 
dently from  the   town  of  Dorchester.      In  1726   the   South  Precinct  was 
incorporated  as   the   town  of   Stoughton,   which  then  included  what  is  now 
Avon,   Canton,   Sharon,   most  of  Foxborough  and  one-fourth  of  Dedham. 
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The  first   settler   in  Avon  was  Moses  Curtis,    a  blacksmith 
who   settled  on  what   is   now  North  Main  Street  in  1720.  His 
home,    known  as   the   "Briggs"   house,    after  Rev.    Joel  Briggs,  is 
still  standing. 

In  1749   the  Avon  settlement  was  know  as   "Curtis  Corner". 
The   residents   of   the   area  made   several  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  be  annexed  to  Bridgewater.      Avon  was  part  of   the   town  of 
Stoughton-  unJLil  1888  when  it  separated  after  a  dispute  concerning 
water  for  fire  protection. 

Easton  - 

Easton  was  originaly  part  of  the  old  Town  of  Taunton. 
Lands   including  parts  of  Raynham,   Norton,    Taunton  and  Easton  were 
purchased  from  the   Indians  by  Captain  Thomas  Willet  for  Plymouth 
Colony.      In   1668   several   residents   of  Taunton  purchased  a  tract 
of   land  including  Easton  from  the  Plymouth  court.      This  became 
known  as  the  Taunton  North  purchase.     After  a  series  of  boundary 
disputes  and  various  proposals   for   incorporations,    the  present 
town  of  Easton  was   granted  township   status   in  1725. 

The  first  settlement  in  the   town  was   in  what  is   now  South 
Easton  village   in   1694.      Eas ton ' s   ear ly   industry  began  in  this 
area  with  a   saw  mill,    a  grist  mill  and  a   forge   at  Stone's  Pond. 
The  discovery  of  bog-iron  ore  in  the  northeast  part  of   the  town 
began  the  iron  business   in  the  town.      Easton' s   industrial  history 
will  be  discussed  further   in  the  next   section  of   this  report. 
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EARLY    IMDUSTRIAL  PERIOD 


After  the  war  of   1812,    the  new  nation  began  to  turn  its 
attention  to  developing  resources  within  its  own  boundaries.  Much 
of  the  capital  and  energy  that  had  previously  gone  to  commerce 
began  to  be  deployed  in  industrial  development.      In  1814  Francis 
Lowell  began  operating  the   first  power   loom  in  Waltham,   marking  the 
b.eginning  of   the  textile  industry  which  was   to  have  such  a  remendous 
impact  upon  the  state. 

The  first  half  of  the   19th  century  was  also  characterized  by 
great  intellectual  activity  in  Massachusetts.      Colonies  of  idealists 
and  reformers   gathered  in  various  places   in  the  state  sharing  and 
expounding   ideas  of   social  reform  and  progress.      Before  the  civil  war, 
Massachusetts  was   a   leader  of  the  abolitionist  movement  in  the  nation. 

Following  the  civil  war  industrial  activity  in  Massachusetts 
flourished. 

At  the  close  of   the  nineteenth  century  Massachusetts  factories 
produced  more  than  one-third  of  the  nation's  woolen  goods,  and 
Fall  River,    Lawrence,    Lowell  and  New  Bedford  were  pre-eminent 
in  cotton  textiles.      The  boot  and  shoe  industry  and  the  associated 
industry  of   leather  tanning  spread  by  leaps   and  bounds,   until  by 
1890  the   factories  of  Lynn,   Brockton,   Haverhill,  Marlborough, 
Worcester  and  other  Massachusetts   cities  were  making  about  half 
the  boots  and  shoes  produced  in  the  entire  country. 

The  industrial  opportunities  in  the  state  drew  millions  of  im- 
migrants from  Europe.     By  1930  over  65  per  cent  of  the  states  4,250,000 
inhabitants  were  either  foreign  born  or  of  foreign  or  mixed  parentage. 
These  new  immigrants  brought  fresh  cultural  influences  and  traditions 
into  the  once  predominately  English  puritan  state. 

1     "Some  Facts  About  Massachusetts"  Pub.   by  Mass.   Dept.  of 
Commerce  and  Development 
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H.    H.    Richardson  and  the 
American  Romanesque  Revival 


Henry   Hobson   Richardson    (1838-1886)    founder   of  one 
of   the  most   significant  architectural   styles   in  this  county, 
the   American  Romanesque   Revival,    is   considered   today   as  one' 
of   the  pioneers   of  modern  architecture.      With  his  massive 
forms,    restrained  ornamentation,    and   indigenous  materials; 
Richardson  has  been  described   as   a  man  who   "created  out  of 
a  confusion  which  was   actually  worse   than  a  more  void,  the 
beginnings   of   a   new  architecture. 

The   individuality   of   his   work   led   to  a  multitude  of 
imitations   here   in   the   Northeast   as   well   as   across  the 
country.      In  a   time   in  history  when  architecture  was  a 
composition  of   eclectic   styles,    Richardson's  work  brought 
a  stability   to   the  built  form  through  refinement  and 
dramatic  massiveness. 

The   town  of  Easton  is   rather  unique  with  respect  to 
the  number  of  Richardson's  works   clustered   there.  Through 
the  efforts  of   the  Ames   family,    excellent  examples  of 
Richardson's  work  along  with   the  work  of   famous  landscape 
architect  Frederick  Law  Olmsted  are   to  be  found. 


In  the  early  1800 's   the  old  town  of  Bridgewater  was  one  of 
the   largest  in  Massachusetts,   both  in  terms  of  size  and  population. 
The  early  economic  growth  of   the  Bridgewaters  was  due  in  large  part 
to   the  deposits  of   iron  ore  found  in  the  swamps  and  bogs  of  the 
area.     From  the  time  of  the   earliest  settlements   the  nail  industry 
was  of  major   importance.      Early  forges  and  blast  furnaces  made  bog 
iron  into  bars.     These  bars  were  then  sent  to  the  "slitting  mills" 
where  they  were  rolled  and  cut  into  nail  rods.      These  nail  rods 
were  said  in  stores   to  persons  who  wished  to  make  their  own  nails. 
This  was  the  common  practice  until  machine  made  nails  became  avail- 
able. 


In  1786   Isaac  Lazell  and  Robert  Perkins  constructed  a  slitting 
mill  on  the  Town  River,    the   second  such  mill  constructed  in  the 
United  States.     A  second  slitting  mill  was  built  in  Bridgewater  in 
1793.      In  1815   a  tack  machine  was  patented  in  Bridgewater  by  Jesse 
Reed,    son  of  Ezekiel  Reed  who  invented  the  nail  machine.  This 
machine  Bade  tacks   in  one  operation  and  revolutionized  the  industry, 
helping  to  pave   the  way   for  the  mass  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes 
which  came  latter  in  the  century. 

By  1800  the  iron  industry  in  Easton  was  well  established.  In 
1815   the  Easton  Manufacturing  Company  built  a  factory  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  cloth.      This   factory  later  became  the  location 
of  the  Ames  Machine  Shop.      Dozens  of  furnaces  and  saw  mills  vere 
operating  in  the  town  by  the  middle  1800' s.     These  early  imdmstries 
layed  the  foundation  for  the  later  success  of  Easton* s  most  faraons 
citizen,   Oliver  Ames,   who  founded  the  Ames  Shovel  Works. 


Capt.   John  Ames,    the  father  of  Oliver  Ames,   began  the  man- 
ufacture of  shovels  in  Wast  Bridgewater  in  1776.     After  the  Ames 
Company  became  centered  in  Easton  the  shovel  making  operation 
expanded  until  by  the   late  1800 's  the  company  manufactured  almost 
1   1/2  million  shovels  a  year. 

Other  industries  existed  in  Easton  at  this  time,  particularly 
those  allied  to  the  shoe  industries  centered  in  Brockton,  Avon  and 
Whitman.     Elijah  Howard  &  Co.,    for  example,   operated  a  very  success- 
ful  tack  making  business  in  the  town. 
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The  Case  of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti 


Ivents  which  precipitated  one  of   the  most  celebrated 
court  cases   in  American  history  took  place   in  the  Brockton  area. 
On  May   5,    1920  Nicola  Sacco  and  Bartolomeo  Vanzetti  were  arrested 
on  a   trolley  car  on  Main  Street  in  Brockton   for   the  murder  of 
a  paymaster  and  his   guard  in  South  Braintree.      Sacco   lived  in 
South   Stoughton;    Vanzetti  was   convicted   of   an   earlier  robery 
attempt  in  Bridgewater. 

Although  over   50  years  have  passed   since   the  conviction 
of  Sacco  and  Vanzetti,    their  case   is   remembered  as   the  cause 
of   the  century.      The   saga  of   Sacco  and  Vanzetti  became  one 
of   those  events   in  history  that  typifies   the  divisiveness  and 
turmoil   of   an  era. 

The  ceramic   reliefs  pictured  below  are   from  the  Moakley  wall 
at  the  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church  in  East  Bridgewater. 


1 


Aside   from   its   importance   to   the   industrial   history   of  the 
Old  Colony  area,    the   success   of   the  Ames   Shovel   Industry  played 
a  major  role  in  one  of  the  most  remarkable  periods   in  American 
Architecture,    the  American  Romanesque  revival. 

The  industrial  development  of  what  is   now  Brockton  had  its 
beginnings   in  the  early   1800' s.      The  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes  was  begun  during   this   time  by  Micah  Faxon  who   in  1811 
first   took  his  product  by  horseback  over   the  Blue  Hills  to 
Boston.      In  1850  the  population  of   the   town  was   only   about  4,000 
persons,   but  small   industries   had  begun   to  grow  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town. 

The  invention  of   the  McKay  Sewing  Machine   in   1860,    a  machine 
which   sewed  together   the  uppers   and  lowers  of   shoes,    resulted  in 
pheonomenal  growth  of   the  Brockton  shoe   industry.      As   shoe  workers 
poured   into  Brockton  from  abroad,    the  population  grew.  Between 
1860   and  1880,    the  population  of   the   city  tripled. 

In  the  early   1900' s   Brockton  was  one  of   the  most  important 

centers   of  the   emerging   labor  movement  in  America.      Eugene  V. 

Debs   organized  a  chapter  of   the   Social  Democratic  Party  here  in 

1897,    and  the  city   elected  a   socialist  mayor,   Charles  Coulter, 
for   three  terms   between  1899-1910. 

At  the   turn  of   the   century,    Brockton  was   one  of   the  most 
progressive   cities   in   the   nation.      The  Old  Colony  Railroad 
provided  efficient  passenger  and   freight  service   to  Boston  and 
Cape  Cod.     Brockton  was   the   first  city   in  the  nation  to  use 
electricity   for   street   lighting   and   for   its   street  car  system, 
Thomas  Edison  personnally   supervised   the  construction  of  the 
Brockton  Edison  Company's   original  plant. 
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FAMOUS  PUGILISTS 


Most  boxing  fans  in  the  area  know  that  Brockton  was  the  home 
of  former  Heavyweight  Champion  Rocky  Marciano.     Most  people  do  not 
know  however,    that  Bareknuckle  Champion  John  L.    Sullivan  lived  in 
West  Abington  after  his   retirement  from  the  ring. 

Gene  Tunney  Heavyweight  Champion  of  the  1930' s   lived  in  the 
town  of  East  Bridgewater.      Lucien   "Lou"   Brouillard,   world's  middle 
weight  champion,   1933,    lived  in  Hanson. 

The  idea  of  a  Boxing  Museum  or  even  a  Boxing  Hall  of  Fame 
in  the  Brockton  area  should  certainly  be  explored. 
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THE    CRANBERRY    INDUSTRY    IN  HANSON 


The  pioneer  of  the  cranberry   industry  was  Ephriam 
Albert  Gorham.     Mr.    Gorham  was  born  November   7,  1847 
in  Harwich,   Massachusetts.      There  he  received  a  public 
school  education  before   entering   a  seafaring   career  in 
the  Grand  Banks   fishing   fleets   and  the  coasting  trade. 

At  the  age  of   33  Ephriam  Gorham  gave  up  his  life 
at  sea  and  began  the   cultivation  of  cranberries  on 
Cape  Cod.      Later  Mr.   Gorham  moved  to  Pembroke  where  he 
continued  his   cranberry   growing   activities.  Finally 
he  moved   to   Hanson  although   he   retained   his  property 
and  interests   in  Pembroke. 

As   a   resident   of   Hanson,    Gorham  assisted  several 
other   Hanson   citizens   in   the   establishment  of   new  bogs. 
Among   the   earliest  growers   in  Hanson  were  John  Foster 
and   Richard  Everson.      Both  had   already  established 
bogs  by  the   time  Mr.   Marcus  Urann  extered  the  picture. 

Marcus   Urann  was   born  October   2,    1874   in  Sullivan, 
Maine.      In   1897   Urann   started  his   own  bog   in  Halifax. 
By   1912  his  bogs   and  crops   had   increased  in  size  to 
the  point  that  he  purchased  the  Friend  Brothers  Baked 
Bean  factory  on  Main  Street  in  Hanson  for   the  packaging 
of   his   cranberries.      This   building   still   stands  today 
at  the   same   location,    serving   as  part  of   the  processing 
plant  of   Ocean   Spray  Cranberries. 

By   then  Mr.   Urann  was   convinced  that  there  was  a 
big  market  for  cranberries   and  formed  his  own  canning 
company  which  he   called  Cranberry  Canners   Inc.  He 
operated   the   firm  until  he   formed   it  into  a  processing 
and  packing  cooperative  known  as   the  National  Cranberry 
Association.      Part  of   the  organizational  agreement  of 
the   cooperative  was   that  Mr.   Urann  would  remain  as 
manager  of   the  plant  until  half  of  the   first  crop  has 
been   canned.      Marcus   Urann  remained   in  control   of  the 
management   of   the  plant  until   1954   when  he   retired  at 
the   age   of   80.      In   1959   the   cooperative   changed  its 
name   to   the  present   title;    Ocean   Spray  Cranberries  Inc. 
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Luke  Bicknell  House 
Thomas  Blanchard  House 
Ford  -  Howe  -  Shedd 
John  Ford  House 
Samuel  Norton  House 
Daniel  Noyes  House 
Matthew  Pratt  House 
Daniel  Reed  House 
Thomas  Remington  House 
Nicholas  Shaw  House 
Dyer  Memorial  Library  - 


ABINGTON 
174  Washington  Street 

499  Adams  Street 

770  Washington  Street 

500  Randolph  Street 
237  Washington  Street 
248  Linwood  Street 
287  High  Street 

821  Plymouth  Street 
28  Thicket  Street 
1121  Bedford  Street 


Cir, 


1770's 

1780's 

1735 

1765 

1780's 

1760' s 

1723 

1751 

1790 

1760's 


This  library  houses  the  Historical  Society  of  Old 
Ablngton,  and  also  contains  a  local  history  museum, 
A  craft  room,  schoolroom,  apothecary  shop,  an  early 
law  office  and  a  show  shop  are  among  the  exhibits 
there » 
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Briggs  House  built  by  Moses  Curtis 

Ashley  e-tHf-t-is House 

"Blanchards  Tavern" 

John  French  House 

Caleb  Howard  House 

William  Blanchard  House 

Amariah  Harris  House 


AVON 

North  Main  Street  1720 

West  Main  &  Pond  Street  1750's 

Town  Hall  1790 

South  Street  1754 

East  Main  Street  1750's 

East  Main  Street  1771 

West  Main  Street  1768 
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BROCKTON 

Brockton's  Oldest  House  1466  South  Main  Street  1703 

William  Cul.len  Bryant  House  815  Belmont  Street  Cir.  1751 

City  Hall  (example  of  classic  Victorian  architecture)  1894 
Central  Fire  Station  (First  all  electric  fire  station  in  country)  Pleasant  Street 
Deter  House  (Home  of  Brockton  Historical  Society) 

Howard  and  Reynolds  Home  (Site  of  First  Settler  in  Brockton,  Daniel  Waldo'^  1755 
Little  Red  Schoolhouse  (restored  schoolhouse) 
Pearl  Street  Methodist  Church 
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Joseph  Gurney  House 
John  Harden  House 
William  Hersey  House 
John  Hobart  House 
Luther  Lazell  House 
David  Porter  House 
Gideon  Ramsdell  House 
Abijah  Reed  House 
Deacon  Josiah  Torrey  House 
Eleazer  Whitman  House 
Whitman  Toll  House 


WHITMAN 
666  Plymouth  Street 
9  Washi  ngton  Street 
54  Washington  Street 
511  South  Avenue 
844  Washington  Street 
351  High  Street 
146  Winter  Street 
843  Washington  Street 
65  Plymouth  Street 
663  Washington  Street 
Bedford  Street 


Cir.  1760 
Cir.  1780 
1758 
1780's 
1770's 
Cir.  1730 
Cir.  1740 

1760's 
1770's 
1780's 
1709 
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Bay  Road 

3      Pros/iect  Cewvetery 
Kt'.i:^  House 

^»     CjrceiC    fit.ViV3\  House 


I  f.  L.  A»»d3  Estate 

3  /)/nes  Gafe  loJje 

t  rt/ne3     Free  ^>brary 

8  */?ocrery»    -   r  i.  oU  s-/«aJ 

^  Old     CotoAy     «3ilfoaJ  SfaiJor. 

10  ftmes     SAovtl  Faciory 


Col onial 


Keith  House 
Manley  House 
Wheaton  House 
Williams  House 

Early  Industrial  -  sites  of  historical 

Ames  Company  -  workers  houses 

Ames  Gardner's  Cottage 

(designed  by  H.H.  Richardson) 

Ames  Gate  Lodge 

(H.H.  Richardson) 

Ames  Library 

(H.H.  Richardson) 

Ames  Shovel  Company 

Ames  Shovel  Factory 

-.Carriage  House 

-Stone  Factory  Building 

Langwater  Estate 

(Landscaped  by  F.L.  Olmstead) 

Oakes  Ames  Memorial  Hall 

(H.H.  Richardson) 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Station 

(H.H.  Richardson) 

Oliver  Ames  II  House 

Queset  Estate 

(F.L.  Olmstead,  Landscaping) 


EASTON 


Bay  Road  1717 

Bay  Road  1739 

Bay  Road  1812 

Bay  Road  1727 

and  architectural  significance 


Oliver  Street 
Elm  Street 

1855 
1884 

Elm  Street 

1881 

Main  Street 

1883 

Main  Street 
Main  Street 

Oliver  Street 
Elm  Street 

1859 

Main  Street 

1879 

Sullivan  Avenue 

Main  Street 
Main  Street 

1862 
1853 
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"Rockery" 

(F.L.  Olmstead) 

"Seven  Sisters" 

(Ames  Co.  Workers  Housing) 

Springhill  Estate 

(F.L.  Olmstead,  Landscaping 

Unity  Church 


EASTON  (cont'd) 
Main  Street 
Elm  Street 
Elm  Street 
Main  Street 


1840' s 

1893 

1873-75 
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BRIDGEWATER 

Academy  Building  Central  Square,  "Young  Ladies  School"  First  erected  1818 

Alden  House  High  Street  Built  about  1700 

First  State  Normal  School  Building    Boyden  Hall,  Bridgewater  State  College 

Congregational  "Church  by  group  from  Scotland  Church  Built  about  1862 
Old  Library  Contains  much  historical  information  concerning  Bridgewaters  1881 
Paul  Revere  House    Main  Street 

Railroad  Station  Old  Westdale  Railroad  Station  1847 
Scotland  Church        Prospect  Street  Formed  In  1821 

Titicut  Indian  S 1 te- Important  site  of  Archaic  period  in  Northeast 
Tory  House  Central  Square  Built  1n  1700 

Town  Hall  Route  18  Built  In  1845 
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Center  Tree  Marker 
Civil  War  Monument 
East  Bridgewater  Common 
Joppa  Tannery 
Public  Library 
Sachems  Rock 

F.   D.  Millet  House 
Town  Hall 
Unitarian  Church 


EAST  BRIDGEWATER 
Historic  marker  between  East  and  West  Bridgewater 
Bridgewater  Common 

One  of  earliest  commons  in  New  England 
Mi  1 1  on  Matf ield  River 

Contains  many  documents  of  histroical  interest 

Site  of  meeting  between  indian  Sachem  Massasoit 
and  Miles  Standish  in  1649.  when  thlBrldgewaJer 
area  was  purchased  by  the  Duxbury  Freeholders 

Former  home  of  famous  East  Bridgewater  artist 
Central  Street 

Historic  church,  founded  1723.  Keeps  a  wealth  of 
historic  material  including  the  standish  museums 


Hector  Orr  House 
Museum  of  Scouting 


Recreates  an  o  d  New  England  apothecary  shop. 
Displays  relating  to  the  history  of  scouting 
including  much  material  of  the  founder  of 

museum  of  freemasonary  ^-dvern. 


Washburn  Library 


1897,  although  constructed  fairly  recently 
library  is  of  architectural  significance. 


1827 
1874 

1822 


^1 
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EAST  BRIDGEWATER 


Isaac  Brown  House 

Washington  Street 

1  T 

1  790 

Everald  Cole  House 

Plymouth  Street 

1  680 

Benjamin  Harris  House 

Bennett  Lane 

1  789 

House  built  C.  1700 

286  Pine  Street 

1  700 

House  built  1704 

691  Harvard  Street 

1  704 

Ephriam  Hyde  House 

Union  Street 

1  789 

Keith-Hill  House 

West  Street 

1752 

Arthur  Latham  House 

Bridge  Street 

1  734 

Thomas  Latham  House 

Plymouth  Street 

1  748 

Woodward  and  Charles  Latham  House 

Bridge  Street 

1760 

Col.  Edward  Mitchell  House 

East  Street 

1771 

Noyes- Ki ngman  House 

Central  Street 

1791 

Hugh  Orr  House 

N.  Central  Street 

1742 

Joshua  Pratt  House 

Walnut  Street 

1  740 

Nicholas  Wade  House 

Pond  Street 

1780 

Martin  Whiting  House 

N.  Central  Street 

1800 

Whitman  Family  House 

Harvard  Street 

1722 

Deacon  John  Whitman  House 

Whitman  Street 

1800 

Thomas  Whitman  House 

Whitman  Street 

1676 
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WEST  BRIDGEWATER 

Poet's  Rock  Boulder  with  poem  chiseled  by  Timothy  Otis  Payne  in  1852 

located  in  Mini-Park  off  Forest  Street 

Old  Cemetery        Graves  of  famous  West  Bridgewater  founders  including 

Keith  and  Edison  Graves 

Center  Tree         Historic  marker  between  East  and  West  Bridgewater  1827 

Civil  War  Monument 

Howard  Academy 

Old  Bridgewater  Historical  Society 

Oliver  Ames  Park 

Pulpit  Rock  Site  of  sermon  delivered  by  Rev.  James  Keith 
Mill  Stones  Site  of  Capt.  John  Ames  first  shovel  manufacturing 
operation 

Town  Hall  Built  for  West  Bridgewater  Grange  in  1894 


Emerson  House  1668 

Keith  House  River  Street  1677 

Labrache  House  1740 

Snell  House  1768 

Surette  House  1799 
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HANSON 


1 

1  . 

Nahum  Stetson  House 

King  St. 

c.  1700 

o 

C  c 

Chapmdn  House 

State  and  East  Washington 

St.  pre-revolutionary 

3  o 

Gad  Soper  House 

Spring  St. 

1810 

A 

Drew  Homestead 

Spring  St, 

1801 

b  o 

tiijan  Lusning  House 

Liberty  and  East  WashlngteonSt.  1724 

c 

0  = 

Cornelius  Cobb  House 

West  Washington  Sto 

1803 

/  o 

1  nomas  ria  1 1 

West-Washington  St. 

1884 

o 

o . 

Vigneault  House 

West  Washington  St. 

c.  1704 

n 

9  c 

Hami 1 1 n  House 

Holmes  St. 

1752 

lOo 

Gad  Hitchcock  House 

High  St. 

c.  1722 

11  . 

Town  Hall 

Liberty  St» 

1872 

12» 

Luther  Keene  House 

Main  St. 

1790 

13. 

Grand  Army  Hall 

High  St. 

1893 

14. 

Ebenezee  Keene  House 

High  and  Main  St. 

1821 

15. 

Cranberry  Canning  Plant 

Main  St. 

1912 

16. 

Wampatuck  Hall 

Main  St. 

1893 
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PEMBROKE 


House  built  by  Comfort  Bates 
House  built  by  James  Bishop 
Alden  Briggs  Home 
Luther  Briggs  Home 
Barzella  Bryant 
Burton  Homestead 
Old  Clary  Homestead 
Collamore  Estate 
James  Ford 

House  built  by  Seth  Hatch 

House  occupied  in  1711 

House  built  by  Josiah  Holmes 

Isaac  Hatch  Homestead 

House  built  by  Benjamin  Keene 

Wi  n  i  am  A.  Key  House 

House  built  by  Henry  Josselyn 

House  built  by  Henry  Josselyn 

Squire  Keen  Mansion  -  ' 

King's  Highway  Inn 

House  builty  by  Isaac  Little 

House  built  by  Ichabod  Loring 

Nathaniel  Loring 

Thomas  Loring 

John  Magoun  Homestead 

House  built  by  Recompense  Magoun 

House  built  by  Recompense  Magoun 

House  built  by  Thatcher  Magoun 

Thatcher  Magoun  Home 


High  Street 

Ci  r . 

1  783 

Oldham  Street 

1  704 

Brick  Kiln  Lane 

1  700 

Brick  Kiln  Lane 

Ci  r . 

1  700 

Plymouth  Street 

1  ate 

1  700 '  s 

Centre  Street 

1730 

Barker  Street 

1  685 

Washington  Street 

1  71 1 

Taylor  Street 

1  782 

Water  Street 

1  750 

High  Street 

1711 

Water  Street 

Ci  r . 

1  695 

Elm  Street 

1719 

Pleasant  Street 

C 1  r . 

1703 

High  Street 

C 1  r . 

1  768 

rIataKccbcUL  jLiccI. 

1  7  n  n 
1  /  u  u 

West  Elm  Street 

1708 

Barker  Street 

1745 

Washington  Street 

Ci  r . 

1700 

Little's  Avenue 

1  788 

Barker  Street 

1770 

High  Street 

1702 

High  Street 

1702 

Water  Street 

1666 

High  Street 

1719 

Elm  Street 

1739 

Washington  Street 

1695 

Washington  Street 

1738 
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House  built  by  W.  Oldham 
House  built  by  Nathaniel  Perry 
Peter  Salmond  House 
House  built  by  Thomas  Sampson 
House  built  by  Capt.  John  Turner 
Judge  Whitman's  Homestead 
Hexagonal  House 
Friends  Meeting  House 


PEMBROKE  (Con'd) 


West  Elm  Street  1790 

Mattakeesett  Street  1747 

Barker  Street  1700 

Forest  Street  1700 

Washington  Street  1730 
Center  Street                     Cir.  1700 

Washington  Street  1853 

Route  53  1706 
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The  -  preparati  on"  of  th1  s  "  report^  was  f  i  nanci  al  1  y  ai  dexl  through 
a  federal  grant  fronr  the' "DepartTnent*  of  Housing'  and  Urban 
Development-,  under  the' Urban-*  PI  anni ng- Assistance  Program 
authorized  by  Section  701  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1954,  as 
amended . 
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